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Pianist gives expression to silent films
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July 15, 2010

By DOROTHY ANDRIES Conlributing Columnist

From fhe carliest daye, slent movies were aceompanied by plano music, initially o mask (he sound of the
projector and later fo enhance the viewing experieris for he ever-expanding audience for "Ine pictures.”

When silent rovies are shown in the Chicago arca today, Ihey are mest often accompanied on pano by lecsl
go-to-guy David Drazin of Evanston. Such is the case at the ‘Wilimette Theatre, where Drazia s playng the
piane for @ monthly showing of silent fims. including the remantic comedy "it” on July 18, starring Clara Bow a5
the symbaol of & liberated woman in the Jazz Age.

Dirazia iz familiar with e classics of the silant fm era, Bud, surpasingly, this jezz pianist played his first gigs in
exchange for watching he sllent mavies fres and, 1o hear him lell 5, Drazin thought he was gelting the baties
end of the bargain.

"It was 1985 and sien movies were being shown at the old Art Instiute theater al Jackson and Lolumbus.” e
said_ "I bove silent movies, o | went to one there and spotied a piano. | hed accompanied a fow before and the
next time | wend 1o the At Inslitule | sgked the manager if ho would kgt me i free i | provided music: for the
filrrs,”

The manager agrecd, so Drazin al down 3t the planc and went 10 work,

ARerihe show, the manager approachsd Drazin, saying, "WVe need a guy like youl®

Soon, however, Dragin starbed thinking he showld get paid for his work, and the manager agreesd,
*| got a pitiful amount,” he admitted rusfully, "out & least | was gelling pald.”

Forunasely, his fees hawe increksed over the years.

Drazin was ramed in Ohio; his firet music lessons werg with his molhes when he wes 5 years old. He eamed a
bachelors degree in Music from Onie State, then played jazz keyboard in a local group for several years, which
enhanced his abilily bo impravise,

After the band broke up, he moved te Chicago to jain a jobbing band, which played for parties, weddings,
benefits and other special ottasians.

“Wa plaped the music te gient wanted to hear. not what we wanled 1o do," he sald. "t was deprassing werk,”

Ha found steady employmend & Dallel schooks such as the Evanslon School of Ballet, the Gus Giordane Dance
School in Evanston and Homer Bryant's Chicago Multi-Cultural Dance Cenler in Printers Row.

"Flaying at ballet schools is my day job,” he explained, "and some teachers like itwhen | improvisa.”



Ha'z also 3 mamber of Jesse Scinto and the Dignitaries, which played on the main siage of the Chicags Blues
Featnal in 2006 with saxophonist Big Jay McNeely. The group was invited ko @ sirmilar festival in New Crieans
the following year.

“That work is very satisfying,” he said, happily, “not the least bit depressing.”

In addition o Serd Film Sundays, Diaein plays ko all he glant movies shewn at the NoihDoeok Fublic Library,
whigh will have a silent movie series this fall.

Initially, Crazin was not able to see silend films before he accompaniad tharm,
“For the firet 10 years | just watched the screen and went from there," he said.

That changed, however, when ha was scheduled {0 aceompany & series of silent cartoons masds by Wall

Disney Shedios.

Nwas o press scraaning.” he necaled, “so fay didn't want me 1o play sold.” He was abbs to view the films, take
fagitus notes and mateh the scenes with appropriate rusic.

“In one scene a cat was ice skating on 8 frazen pond,” he redalled, "and | quickly found the muss
! ; . i Tor Thi
Skater's Walz.' Things like that are really fun to do.* I )

He plays for romances, comedies, ragedy, Wastems, war films, disaster pics and everything In between. His
goal &5 {0 provide the same emalional experience for the audience as doees a film score.

Apparently he is succesding,

"Umi man came up 1o me aiter a silent fim showing and 1old me that it had Bean just like walehing a medam
ritvic, that he falt thet he didn’t miss anything the mowie was trying to exprass,” Orazin said. " just love hearing
things like that."
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Stlent F_i[I'H Sundaye, 2 p.m. July 18 gt Wilmatte Theatre, 1127 Cantral Ave. Wilmetle. 317 (37 251-Td24;
whicr wilmetiethestre. com '



